
Jamary 15, 1951. 

Dr. F. 0. H&ma, 
Rockefeller Institute for %edical Reeearchp 
65th StrCet id York Avenue, 
.&Iow York 2, W.Y. 

Dear Dr. ;iOl‘n8S : 

First, let M tall ycu how much I appreciate the oordiality of 
your reply tc qy hasty letter to Dr. Brasd concar~tig ‘;h% riownclak~r 
of ElPgua tepttaSU.s. 

The phage reported by Cosles in his 1322 pqer resemblea the daunt der- 
crib& 1. indmitus. Jn this organ-lsn, ane finda that heuting the piwiga 
& spclraa do6s not imkctiwata the lysoganic gotuntiolfty, where38 heating 
in Lhb pre5ence of eporee does so. 'MS, this exneriment haa bmn used 
if;rliaciously, I thihkj to eupDort the Mea of intrinsic origio, On the 
othar hano, thu finrling, fa 34. meqc3mrium w&t& P,, tctat~bi!_i~, that the 
extrinsic phage ira destroyec! b y heatizq seem to have little bez4ng on the 
qurstion of intrineic origin. Corles does indeed remark that his spores 
werr hasated ha remva phage, but this foILon 3m2i4.fatel.y upon a statefaent 
that filtrates-?of the ba~terjiu% shmed no phage (unless, of course, ths 
culture wae o.q3miment&.l~ infrsctsdj . 

E 3 may summrfze the source of v c~~fus~o::, I c~ul? cot- follow the 
rationale of the attestation to which P. testabilis refers (@.,1920). On 
the other hand, a simile e.xperimrPnt (1922) with the opposita result, has 
been an imprtant verification of &the primipla that G phage, introduced 
from without, could ahow the behavtir argued fer intrinsio origin, was of 
vary aonsiderable *ortame fi clar%fying this question. .?&y I therefore 
withdraw .my couplaint to Dr. Brecad "&at a false conclusion WEB drawn from 
false )m&utPB,r.YY.ith the rather weak excuse that I was referring to another 
syllog5JBm. 

Sincerely, 

Joshua Lederberg 
Ars?ciate Professor of Qenetica 


